SELECTING A NOVEL: QUICK ASSESSEMENT OF TWO BOOKS

Assess 2 books you have chosen, or which have been chosen for you.

Book One

	Title



	Author




Book Two

	Title



	Author




Scan the covers (What do you think the story is about? Write 2-3 lines)

	Book One



	Book Two




Can you trust the information on the cover of books? Explain why or why not and to what extent.

Read the summary on the back covers

What is the genre of the book? Mystery, horror, science fiction, action, romance, fantasy, historical fiction, other (specify).

	Book One



	Book Two




List two interesting details of each book, revealed in the summary.

	Book One

1.

2.



	Book Two

1.

2.




Skim 5 or more sample pages of Book One. Pages I skimmed ______________.

Book One - Describe the writing style: circle one

	Dense, sophisticated diction
	Or
	Easy flowing, simple diction

	Clear and focused
	Or
	Longwinded and detailed

	Lively/crackles with energy 
	Or
	Vague and sluggish

	Fresh/original
	Or
	Clichéd/boring

	Graceful, beautifully- crafted sentences
	Or
	Rough/choppy, simple sentences

	Intelligent/witty
	Or
	Boring/insults reader’s intelligence

	Interpretive, genuinely moving, insightful
	Or
	Escapist, sentimental


Skim 5 or more sample pages of Book Two. Pages I skimmed ______________.

Book Two - Describe the writing style: circle one

	Dense, sophisticated diction
	Or
	Easy flowing, simple diction

	Clear and focused
	Or
	Longwinded and detailed

	Lively/crackles with energy 
	Or
	Vague and sluggish

	Fresh/original
	Or
	Clichéd/boring

	Graceful, beautifully- crafted sentences
	Or
	Rough/choppy, simple sentences

	Intelligent/witty
	Or
	Boring/insults reader’s intelligence

	Interpretive, genuinely moving, insightful
	Or
	Escapist, sentimental


Choose one sample page from each book. List here the words you do not understand and would look up in a dictionary..

	Book One (page _____________) 

1

2

3

4

5


	Book Two (page _____________)  

1

2

3

4

5


Are there, on average, more than 5 difficult vocabulary words on each page? Circle yes OR no. 

	Book One     yes  no
	
	Book Two      yes  no


How difficult is this book for you to read? (Circle one)

Book One

	Easy: I could have read it years ago.
	Just fine: I know all the words and the ideas are at my level.
	Challenging: I have to read it slowly, may have to look up the odd word. 
	Way too sophisticated for me. I feel discouraged.


Book Two

	Easy: I could have read it years ago.
	Just fine: I know all the words and the ideas are at my level.
	Challenging: I have to read it slowly, may have to look up the odd word. 
	Way too sophisticated for me. I feel discouraged.


Check one and complete:

______Reasons why I would like to read Book One 

______Reasons why I would NOT like to read Book One 

a)

b)

c)

Check one and complete:

______Reasons why I would like to read Book Two

______Reasons why I would NOT like to read Book Two 

a)

b)

c)

Questions I hope will be answered by my chosen book.

a)

b)

c) 

